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VISION 
 
We envision a world in which sharing stories, creativity, and the arts are celebrated as core 
elements of the human experience. 
 
 
MISSION 
 
Deeply rooted in our local Beverly Hills community and influenced by cultural change, the 
Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts, a public-private partnership with the City of 
Beverly Hills, strives to be a site for the convergence of relevant, dynamic performing arts, 
education and civic life, strengthening our local and global community in our role as a 
presenter, producer, educator and community resource. 
 
 
CORE VALUES 
 
We approach our work with the pioneering creative spirit of Beverly Hills and greater Los 
Angeles, while also recognizing that we live in a multi-cultural ever-changing world and that 
we will face continuous challenges. We navigate that changing world guided by the following 
core values: 
 
Trust: We believe that trust among our fellow humans is a core tenet of our ability to 
accomplish our mission and vision and we are committed to building that trust among staff, 
board, audiences, artists and the community. Inherent in this trust is a generosity of spirit 
towards each other, a commitment to behaving with integrity, and respect for the views of 
those with whom we disagree. 
 
Artistic Courage: We believe freedom of artistic expression is essential for our work. Artists 
and Wallis staff need to feel safe and supported in generating and sharing bold and 



provocative work. While everyone has a right to dislike any particular work, such views shall 
not be used to censor or inhibit future programming. 
 
Enlightenment: We value innovation and ambition, allowing us to take on the challenge of bold 
work that will advance our mission and vision. We strive to provide opportunities to feel, to 
think, to provoke, and to dream together. 
 
Cooperation: We believe our best work comes though teamwork, trust and the ability to work 
together in pursuit of our mission. 
 
Communication: We believe the key to effective communication is the art of listening -- , 
considering and taking seriously all points of view. We embrace diverse voices and respect all 
points of view, even if we disagree. Our goal is to create human connectedness through 
meaningful shared arts experiences. Our marketing and community engagement will enable 
our goal of creating meaningful ongoing relationships with our audiences and community. 
 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion: We respect, honor, commit to and celebrate the full range of 
diverse backgrounds, abilities, identities and orientations that comprise our community, our 
country and our world. We are committed to equity; to deliberately elevating the voices of 
those who have not always been heard, using the platform we have to give voice to 
marginalized groups. We hope our audiences will mirror the wonderful diversity of our local 
community and our region. 
 
Accountability: We recognize that we have been and continue to be entrusted with the public’s 
resources and revenue. We will be responsible stewards of these resources and transparent 
about how they are deployed in pursuit of our mission. We will strive to balance essential 
artistic risk with fiscal prudence. 
 
 
ARTISTIC INTENT 
 
We are compelled by the power of art to both tell stories and to illuminate insights through the 
aesthetic experience. As one of many dynamic and growing arts organization in the Los 
Angeles region, we strive for a unique artistic voice, the core of which includes: 
 

- Presenting and producing exceptional work that celebrates, integrates, and reimagines 
music, dance, theater, and film for adults as well as for young audiences; programs that 



are transformative, insightful, joyful, provocative and inspirational. We strive to inform, 
enlighten, and celebrate the vast tapestry of our common humanity. We expect our work 
to have an impact and influence locally, nationally and internationally. 

 
- Fresh, imaginative, artistically significant and aesthetically important work from the 

region, the country and the world. We especially support diverse artists and 
marginalized voices from the Los Angeles region whose work speaks to our local 
Beverly Hills community, Los Angeles and the larger world. We are an artistic home for 
artists of all ages, backgrounds, and aesthetics, investing in the development of their 
unique voices. 
 

- We are inspired by the building and campus that we occupy. We strive to produce and 
present extraordinary work that animates, engages, surprises and enlivens the building, 
taking advantage of the intimate and imaginative possibilities in the relationship 
between the building, art, artists, and audiences. 
 

- In reinventing a historic post office, the architecture embodies our artistic intent, 
combining the modern with the old, the classic with the contemporary. It supports us in 
being innovative and ambitious, yet respectful of the past. It informs our work and the 
journeys that our audiences take, inspiring us to create communities that eat, drink, and 
participate in the artistic story we are telling, through dance, theatre, music and film. 
 

- Artistic and educational programming that speaks to people of all ages and 
backgrounds, and inspires life-long participation with the arts. We want young people 
who grow up at The Wallis to become our future leaders and supporters. 

 
 
COMMUNITY CONTEXT 
 
The Wallis is firmly grounded in, and of service to, the dynamic, ever changing, Beverly Hills 
and greater Los Angeles community. As a civic hub, a gathering place for the open exchange 
of arts, ideas, and interests, our vision for this community actively invites everyone to 
contribute to the rich arts ecosystem of Southern California. We are also an integral part of 
the local, national and international arts communities and seek to play a leadership role in the 
advancement of the performing arts. 


