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NARRATOR / BARMAN / FRANKIE MOUSE .................................MATT MAGUIRE

‘MARTHA’ DENT……………...…………………………...................………..SIERA WILLIAMS

FORD PREFECT…………………...……...….............…………………..MAURICIO MORAZAN

TRILLAN………………………......……………….……………………………MADALINA NASTASE

ZAPHOD……………….........………………………KELVIN MORALES, HELYA SALARVAND

SLARTIBARTFAST / MAJIKTHISE /

SHOOTY / GAG HALFRUNT / PUPPETEER…................................ALEX SHELDON

VOGON CAPTAIN / SPERM WHALE 

VROOMFONDEL / BANG BANG / PUPPETEER………..........................TRECEY DORY

EDDIE / ALTERNATE EDDIE / BENJI MOUSE /

LUNKWILL / PUPPETEER………........………………….............................…JAYDE KIEF

THE BOOK / MARVIN / FOOK………………………..……………………..……JO RODRIGUEZ

DEEP THOUGHT………………............................................BERNADETTE SULLIVAN

MUSICIANS……………....……ALEX SHELDON, KELVIN MORALES, SIERA WILLIAMS

CAST OF CHARACTERS

Directors Note
In choosing our second production 
for this season, we were looking 
for a robust, absurd and funny 
comedy with a social conscience 
— preferably one with a strong 
environmental theme as that has 
been a focus for us this year — Not 
an easy task. That is until we read 
Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy, 
which is all of the above and more. 
Perhaps that is why it has long 
been adored by science fiction fans, 
has been featured in economic 
forums, religious debates and 
environmental articles, and why 
so many people have in one way 
or another, heard of it. As we got 
deeper into the process of turning 
this radically funny radio play into a 
theatrical production, we also began 
to realize just how bitingly sharp, 
clever and subversive Douglas 
Adams' writing actually was.

Once we had addressed the 
challenge of how to bring this 
highly visual and complex work 
to the stage, our next challenge 
became the lack of female 
characters in the original radio 
play, (something Douglas later 
made up for in the series of novels 
that followed HHGG). As a company 
that celebrates diversity, and 
passionately believes in providing 
a platform for all actors to be 
celebrated, we decided to alter the 
gender of some of the characters 
—  we hope we have done so in a 
way that honors the original intent 
and vision of Douglas Adams.

-Madeleine Dahm

Dedication
This performance is dedicated to the 
late DOUGLAS ADAMS, and to DAVID 
BUCKLE - an environmentalist and 
lawyer who took his own life on April 
14th 2018, to protest the impact of 
fossil fuels on the environment.

A SPACE FOR ARTS EDUCATION A gift of Gregory Annenberg Weingarten and Family 
and the Annenberg Foundation

THE HITCH-HIKER’S GUIDE 
TO THE GALAXY 

BY DOUGLAS ADAMS

“On the planet Earth, humans had always assumed that they were 
more intelligent than dolphins because they had achieved so much—

the wheel, New York, wars and so on—whilst all the dolphins had ever 
done was muck about in the water having a good time. But conversely, 

the dolphins had always believed that they were far more intelligent 
than humans — for precisely the same reasons.” 

Douglas Adams

Douglas Adams wrote the much loved satire
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, as a radio play 

in 1978. This vibrant, fast paced,  gender-bending 
adaptation integrates puppetry, stylized movement, 

miniature sets and live music, to bring to life 
Douglas Adams’ timely political satire. 

...After the earth is completely destroyed to make way 
for an intergalactic bypass; we follow ‘Martha’ Dent 
(the last human) and Ford Prefect (an intergalactic 

traveller) on an absurd journey through the galaxy, in 
the hopes of discovering the meaning of life, the universe 

and everything. 

 “DON’T PANIC!”

ADDITIONAL STAFF
ASSISTANT TO DIRECTOR

Jo Rodriguez
FIGHT SEQUENCE 

Alexander Sheldon
ACTING COACH 

Andrew Villareal
GUEST VOICE OVER ARTIST

Bernadette Sullivan

About the Production

AudienceSCI-FI Costume Night on
June 16th!
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About the Artists About the Artists

MATTHEW MAGUIRE has 
recently moved over from 
London where he worked and 
trained as an actor. His work has 
so far spanned counter culture 
commissioned performance art 
pieces at the Jerwood Space in 

Central London to leads in commercial, film and 
theatre. Recent work includes Young in The 
Monuments Men opposite George Clooney, Harry 
in The One Direction Story (Lyric Theatre, West End), 
Kane in The 8th Fold (Duchess Theatre, West End) 
and he recently helped workshop and create the 
original role of Tommo with Gary Barlow and Tim 
Firth for their new musical, The Girls. Matt is now 
based in Los Angeles. Outside of the Wallis, Matt 
has just finished playing Gilgamesh in They Who 
Saw The Deep an immersive, site specific production 
with Ceaseless Fun. He is over the moon to be playing 
the Narrator amongst other roles in HHGG and can’t 
wait to share with you the world(s) we’ve created!

KELVIN MORALES returns 
for a second year with The 
Company, inspired by their first 
season, and the experience of 
performing with the company 
in Italy at The Crisis Art Festival. 
Kelvin is also a member of Will 

Geer’s classical theatre company Theatricum 
Botanicum. This summer he will be performing with 
the renowned Independent Shakespeare Company 
for their summer season at Griffith Park, playing 
Puck in A Midsummer Night's Dream and also 
starring in Titus and Andronicus. Kelvin was most 
recently seen in: In the Realm of the Maya directed 
by Enrique Castillo at Plaza de la Raza. Kelvin hopes 
he can spread a message of peace and equality 
through his work as an artist.

JAYDE KIEF is delighted to 
return for her second season 
with The Company. Recent 
credits include Jocasta in the 
U.S. Premier of Thebes, Word of 
Mouth at the Crisis Art Festival, 
Arezzo Italy and Disposable at 

The Wallis, now headed to the 2018 San Diego 
International Fringe Festival. She recently played 
Olivia in the short film, The Long Awaited. Jayde has 
choreographed works seen at The Wallis and 
recently performed at VPAC in a piece by Martha 
Graham. Jayde is interested in merging the worlds 
of dance and film and is studying Dance Science 
and Choreography at college. Jayde is represented 
by Carol Lynn Sher, CESD, and Nicole Connor, 
Central Artists.

MAURICIO MORAZAN
20 years old, was born in 
Guatemala City, Guatemala in 
Central America. He came to 
the United States at the age of 
8 along with his single mother, 
and has been living in 

California ever since. His love and passion for art 
began in high school, and he has been involved in 
all types of productions since then. Mauricio is 
currently a theatre major at CAL State University 
and hopes to expand his career to film and 
television. You can see more of him at twitch.tv/
thebigearedbandit and his YouTube channel 
TheBigEaredBandit where he regularly streams and 
entertains people through conversation.

MADALINA NASTASE is a 
recent graduate of USC -  
School of Theatre, where she 
completed her Bachelor of Fine 
Arts in Acting. Originally from 
Romania, she has an 
international profile, having 

lived and studied in England, Japan and the US. 
Recent roles at USC include Lorraine in Sam 
Shepard’s A Lie of the Mind and Janine in an 
adaptation of Alexandre Dumas’ Camille. Madalina 
now lives in Los Angeles and is looking for 
representation. She was most recently the Assistant 
Director for the immersive site specific 
performance They Who Saw The Deep.

JO RODRIGUEZ recently 
graduated AMDA College and 
Conservatory of the Performing 
Arts with a BFA in Acting, 
having taken a semester off to 
perform at the Crisis Arts 
Festival in Italy as a member 

The Company. This will be her second season as an 
actor, production assistant and the company’s 
resident photographer. As a writer, her plays have 
been produced at AMDA and Samuel French's 
Summer Short Series. Jo strongly believes in 
creating art that stirs something within audiences 
and has always pursued this through her 
photography, writing and performance. Currently 
she is preparing to perform the company's devised 
work Disposable at the San Diego International 
Fringe Festival. Jo is the social media manager for 
Art Now LA.

ALEX SHELDON This is 
Alex's second year and fourth 
show at The Wallis. Alex is a 
member of the Society of 
American Fight Directors and is 
the resident fight choreographer 
for the company. Alex always 

tries to bring a highly aesthetic edge to his work 
with a background in physical and classical theatre, 
film, music, and fine arts. Favorite credits include 
Creon in Thebes ,and The Trickster in Word of Mouth 
(The Wallis), Peretz in Romeo and Juliet and the Cat 
in Animal Farm (Theatricum Botanicum), Ingolf in 
The Tragic Overture (film). Alex first got training as a 
mask maker learning Commedia dell'Arte at Will 
Geer's Theatricum Botanicum where he has been an 
actor for several years. His masks have appeared in 
The Company’s previous shows as well as several 
dedicated collections for Theatricum Botanicum 
events. Alex's puppets combine mask technique 
with sculpture and special effects. Alex has trained 
in classical piano for nine years and plays the 
accordion and melodica.

TRECEY DORY is happy to 
be in his second season with 
The Company. He has been a 
regional finalist of the August 
Wilson Monologue Competition 
and most recently performed 
with Whittier Community 

Theatre, and in Italy at the Crisis Art Festival. He 
hopes that by being a part of this company he can 
help spread a message of love and equity among 
people, no matter their creed, religion, skin color.

HELYA SALARVAND 
Having moved to California 
from her home in Iran, Helya 
has always found herself drawn 
to the intersection of politics 
and theater. Her work as an 
actress is rooted in her desire to 

give voice to women who are absent from mainstream 
narratives. Helya just returned from the Tribeca Film 
Festival where she had a leading role in Terminal 3, 
a virtual reality film installation. Helya received her 
classical training at Will Geer’s Theatricum 
Botanicum. She is proud to be part of The Company 
and their second season because of their 
commitment to creating relevant, socially conscious, 
and original works of theater.

SIERA WILLIAMS is a 
young actor and poet, originally 
from Huntsville, Alabama. She 
moved to Los Angeles to study 
theater at the Lee Strasberg 
Institute for Theater and Film.  
Along the way, she has been in 

2 short films, Blessed and Social Life, had her 
poetry featured and performed in the play titled He 
Calls Me Rib, and starred in the one act play, 
Birdbath as Velma Sparrow. She has been a part of 
The Wallis for two years as a staff member, and is 
now excited and extremely pleased to join the 
young artists taking up residence here, learning 
from both her peers and Madeleine Dahm what it 
means to be a part of a theater ensemble. 

BERNADETTE SULLIVAN (Guest Voice Over 
Artist) is an LA based actress, a renowned voice over 
artist,  and Shakespeare aficionado. Bernadette has 
spent the last twelve years performing with 
Independent Shakespeare Company here in LA. She 
co founded the award-winning Zoo District Theatre, 
she has performed extensively in regional theatres 
around the country.

Creative

DOUGLAS ADAMS (Author) was an award-
winning British comic writer, advocate for 
environmentalism and conservation. Adams 
received an M.A. in English literature from the 
University of Cambridge. He was a writer and script 
editor for "Doctor Who," "Monty Python’s Flying 
Circus" and more for the BBC. The Hitchhiker’s 
Guide series, an epic parody that lampoons modern 
society, achieved enormous popularity, first as a 
12-part series on radio in 1978–80, then in a 
5-book series that sold more than 14 million copies 
internationally, that was later adapted for television 
and film. When Adams passed away in 2001 at age 
49, the evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins said 
of him, "Science has lost a friend, literature has lost 
a luminary, the mountain gorilla and the black 
rhino have lost a gallant defender.”

MADELEINE DAHM (Director and Production 
Designer) is an award winning theater director, 
choreographer, dramaturg and arts activist. 
Originally from London her work has been 
presented in the UK, Europe and U.S. She has been 
the Resident Artist at Grow @ The Wallis since 2015, 
and is the Founding Director of this ensemble. 
Recent directing credits include: Co-Director and 
Choreographer Salt, for Italian theatre company, 
Bämsemble; Rehearsal Supervisor of Panorama for 
The Martha Graham Dance Company; Associate 
Director and ChoreographerThe House is Black, 
Sussan Deyhim (Argo), Co-Director Robert Egan 
(Angels in America), just at The Met in New York and 

at The Wallis. Madeleine is working on the 
dramaturg and direction of the stage play Isn’t it 
Rich from the feminist novella by Victoria 
Looseleaf. She is the Director and Choreographer 
of a new musical comedy by Emmy Award winning 
composer Harold Faltermeyer (Beverly Hills Cop), 
and Disney writer Philip LaZebnik. Madeleine hails 
from the UK, trained at the Old Vic and Royal Court, 
and with Martha Graham, she holds a post-
graduate from Trinity Laban Conservatory.

BOSCO FLANAGAN (Lighting Designer) is a 
multi-award winning lighting designer who has 
worked across the UK, Ireland, Europe, Asia and the 
US. He is the resident lighting designer for Tim 
Robbin’s company The Actors Gang, and the 
critically acclaimed Independent Shakespeare 
Company. Bosco has worked with Madeleine on 
various theatre and dance productions in Los 
Angeles for the past twelve years. He is the 
recipient of 6 Ovation Awards for Lighting Design. 
His other lighting credits include: The Royal 
Shakespeare Company, The Grand Opera House 
(Dublin), The Royal Court Theatre (London), The 
New York and Edinburgh Fringe Festivals and 
touring with the late David Bowie, U2 and The 
Rolling Stones.

ANDREW VILLAREAL (Acting Coach) Proud 
graduate of Texas A&M Int'l and the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts, Andrew is honored to 
work with such stellar artists. Recent accolades 
include ‘Year's Best Performance’ - Stage Scene LA 
for his work as Arnold Beckoff in Torch Song Trilogy. 
‘Best Actor’ wins for The Rocky Horror Show - Stage 
Scene LA and Equus - Santa Monica Theatre Guild. 
Andrew recently completed work on the comedy 
web series, Kaplan’s Korner. Additional recent 
credits: Konstantin in The Seagull, Dieter Keller in 
The Red Dress at The Odyssey, and Voldar in the 
beloved Orange County cult classic Santa Claus 
Conquers the Martians. Many thanks to Madeleine 
and The Ensemble.

GEOFFREY STIRLING (Stage Manager) is a 
proud native of California and alumni of Cal State 
Northridge. Geoffrey works as a stage manager and 
production manager in Los Angeles. Most recent 
Credits: Word of Mouth, Thebes,  “Broadway 
Dreams Showcase" and Disposable at The Wallis, 
The Drowsy Chaperone at Valley Performing Arts, 
Batboy - The Musical, Odilia, The Vagina 
Monologues, Little Shop of Horrors and Oktoberfest 
The Musical. Geoffrey is the Programs Administrator 
for the non-profit organization OperaWorks.

The Wallis has a strong commitment 
to helping people of all ages learn and 
grow in and through the arts. GRoW @ 
The Wallis – the umbrella for our arts 
learning efforts – includes exceptional 
opportunities for serious young artists. 

In 2016 we launched a new program 
for actors making the transition from 

college to the professional world. In just 
two seasons The Wallis Youth Theater 
Company has earned a reputation for 

innovative theater with a social purpose.
Over this time we have come to realize 
that the word “youth” is getting in our 

way. Because it is associated with 
much younger students, it may mislead 

potential artistic partners and audiences 
as to what this program is about.

So as we look ahead to launch our 
next season for 2018-19 we will be 

continuing our efforts under
a new name

T H E  WA L L I S  S T U D I O  E N S E M B L E

We hope you will continue to follow and 
support the work of these talented artists.

THE WALLIS STUDIO ENSEMBLE 
MISSION STATEMENT

The ensemble's mission is to cross 
boundaries and with an ethos of 
collaboration create thoughtful, 

provocative work that is rooted in 
examining our humanity. 

Recent credits: 
San Diego International Fringe Festival 
June 2018. The Crisis Art Festival, Italy 
June 2017. Rise Up LA February 2017.

Thank you
Mark Slavkin and Heather Cooney, Paul Crewes, 
Rachel Fine, Debra, Joel, Will and Josh.
Our deepest gratitude to the amazing Tom Jones, 
Matt Waldron, Julien Elstob, Shane Jackman, Jim 
D’Asaro, Erin and Lauren, and the rest of the fab 
production crew here at The Wallis.


