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I try not use the term ‘genius’ lightly or with any frequency; however we 
are hosting a staggering number of them at The Wallis this month.
 
Paul Taylor is a ground-breaking American choreographer. Audra 
McDonald is a six-time Tony Award-winning actress and singer. 
Brooklyn Rider represents the cutting edge of modern chamber music. 
I’ve had the pleasure of knowing choreographer and director Matthew 
Bourne for many years, and am honored that The Wallis is the only 
venue in America to present Early Adventures — an insightful look at the 
early works that shaped his hugely successful career - in honor of his 
company’s 30th Anniversary celebration.
 
As for Peter Brook, he’s quite simply a living legend. His experimental 
productions of Chekhov, Shakespeare and Peter Weiss’ Marat/Sade, 
and theater essays collected in The Empty Space, influenced an entire 
generation of theatre-makers (yours truly included.) I’m incredibly 
proud that Brook, with his longtime collaborator Marie-Hélène 
Estienne, is presenting Battlefield. This is an excerpt from their fabled 
production of Mahabharata, last seen in Los Angeles thirty years ago as 
the centerpiece of the 1987 Olympics Arts Festival.
 
I’m not only thrilled to share these extraordinary artists with our 
audiences, but also with the participants in our GRoW @ The Wallis arts 
education and outreach programs. Our GRoW students and community 
partners — who range from children to the elderly, from those with 
autism to military veterans — will have unprecedented access to 
many of these artists, including a master class with Paul Taylor Dance 
Company. Two of our courses, The Art of Choreography and The Art 
of the Small Ensemble in Classical Music and Jazz, will also present 
recitals this month. Arts education and outreach is embedded in 
everything we do at The Wallis. I encourage you to learn more about — 
and support — our GRoW programs by visiting The Wallis.org/grow.
 
Finally, please pick up our new 2017/2018 Brochure to learn all about 
our upcoming season.
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APRIL 30-MAY 4, 2017
Lovelace Studio Theater

Running Time: 1 hour and 45 minutes with one 15 minute intermission

WORK IN 
PROGRESS

Rachel Fine 
Managing Director

Paul Crewes 
Artistic Director

and THE MIRACLE PROJECT present

A SPACE FOR ARTS EDUCATION

BOOK BY
Maxwell Peters, Zach Marsh, 

Elaine Hall & Jeff Frymer

INSPIRED BY
The Miracle Project

MUSIC & LYRICS BY 
Zach Marsh with additional songs co-written with 

Domonique Brown, Harlee Davenport and Dylan Maloney
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CAST OF CHARACTERS 
COBY BIRD.......................................................................................................................................TAYLOR
DOMONIQUE BROWN.........................................................................................................................PEYTON
TRISTEN BONACCI MILLER...................................................................................................................JAMIE
CLEMENTINE TURNER......................................................................................................................KENDALL
DYLAN MALONEY.................................................................................................................................DYLAN
SPENCER HARTE...............................................................................................................................NATALIA
DEBRA PASQUERETTE.................................................................................................................MS. TURNER
TERRI REUTHER.................................................................................................................MS.CAROL VITALIS
JORDAN LESHTZ...............................................................................................................PRINCIPAL FUNZER
CALLIE PYKEN..................................................................................................................................HARPER
NICK BRODE......................................................................................................................................NELSON
HARLEE DAVENPORT............................................................................................................................STACIE
MICHAELANTHONY GREENFIELD.............................................................................................................TODD
ELENA GOLDBERG................................................................................................................................MACY
MATT “TAXO” RUSSELL........................................................................................................................BLAKE
STEVEN FUJIMOTO...............................................................................................................................AIDEN
MICHELLE FRIEDMAN............................................................................................................................MOLLY
HANNAH WARREN................................................................................................................................JULIA
GENO CREESE.................................................................................................................................SHELDON
RYAN BERMAN......................................................................................................................................CHRIS
MAXWELL PETERS................................................................................................................................CHAD
ANDREA KAYE...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........KATHLEEN
DIEGO SARDI.......................................................................................................................................HUGO
ARI NAAMANI-GOLDMAN.......................................................................................................................MARK

COBY BIRD is so excited to 
be performing again with The 
Miracle Project. He looks 
forward to singing and acting 
with all of his friends and it has 
given him the determination to 
become a professional actor!

NICK BRODE has 
participated in Miracle Project 
shows for several years. He 
attends Performing Arts Studio 
West, studies voice privately, 
trains with the Swim with Heart 
Masters swim team, and works 

part-time at Trader Joe's.

DOMONIQUE BROWN 
enjoys theater, songwriting, 
playing guitar, and creating 
music videos. He is also a great 
dancer. Domonique is thrilled to 
be in his 5th show with The 
Miracle Project. He would like to 

thank his parents, family and friends for their 
continued support.

HARLEE DAVENPORT is 
an ultra busy girl. Between 
acting, working at a hair salon, 
working at an elementary 
school, visiting American Girl 
and The Magic Kingdom, done 
on a regular basis, there is 

barely enough time to meet her friends at the mall. 
An eight-day week would help but right now she has 
to manage her time carefully.

MICHELLE FRIEDMAN’s 
credits include: Madame de la 
Grande Bouche (Beauty and the 
Beast), Miss Flannery (Thoroughly 
Modern Millie), and Charlie 
Brown (You're a Good Man 
Charlie Brown). Michelle has 

been collaborating with The Miracle Project and 
founder, Elaine Hall for roughly 13 years and is 
honored to be a part of this production. She would 
love to thank her family all across the board for 
guiding and teaching her that no matter who or 
where you come from, there will always be something 
that is a " work in progress."

STEVEN FUJIMOTO is in 
his fourth year with The Miracle 
Project. He enjoys performing 
and especially singing with the 
group. He has enjoyed working 
with all the cast members of 
Work in Progress.

ELENA GOLDBERG has 
been with the Miracle Project 
since its inception. She adores 
her friends, listening to music, 
watching music videos, and is 
always up for a good hearty 
laugh. Elena thanks all the 

wonderful people in her life who support and 
encourage her.

MICHAELANTHONY 
GREENFIELD 14 years old 
and is a brother to 6 siblings, 2 
cats and 1 dog. He is a lover of 
Minecraft, acting, and The 
Miracle Project. Michaelanthony 
is determined to become an 

actor and help other special needs kids believe in 
themselves and follow their dreams. 

SPENCER HARTE This is 
Spencer's 10th show with The 
Miracle Project and she is so 
proud to be a member of the 
company. In addition to singing 
and acting, Spencer enjoys 
drawing anime, traveling, 

watching movies, theater, and playing video games. 
She would like to thank her family and everyone who 
has been there for her along the way for all of their 
love and support.

ANDREA KAYE is so joyful 
to be in this production with 
The Miracle Project. She wants 
to send Coach Elaine and all, 
continued blessings and 
gratitude.

JORDAN LESHTZ has been 
volunteering at The Miracle 
Project ever since he moved 
from Chicago two years ago and 
he loves every minute of it. He is 
hoping to become a life coach 
for young adults with all 

disabilities. Jordan has thoroughly enjoyed being in 
Work In Progress and wants to Thank Ryan, Elaine, 
Zach, and Max for the wonderful opportunity.

DYLAN MALONEY This is 
Dylan’s first show with The 
Miracle Project and it has been a 
life-changing experience 
because it has made him feel 
loved and accepted for who he 
is. Work in Progress makes him 

feel empowered as a person with autism, and he 
finds the musical's score to be powerful, inspiring, 
and cathartic. He is grateful to perform his own song 

in the show — one that expresses his passion for 
American Sign Language and his dream to become 
an interpreter.

TRISTEN BONACCI 
MILLER has been part of The 
Miracle Project for over 10 years. 
She was a member of "The Fly 
Singers" group that performed 
throughout Southern California 
and at Carnegie Hall In New York 

City. She has performed in many of The Miracle 
Project’s musicals, with this being the second at the 
Wallis along with The Intimidation Game. Tristen 
goes to Santa Monica College where she is majoring 
in Voice, Theater and Foreign Languages.

ARI NAAMANI-GOLDMAN 
is delighted to be onstage again 
with The Miracle Project, and 
even happier to have spent the 
months leading up in rehearsal 
with its wildly inspiring 
community. Ari moved to Los 

Angeles from New York, where he served as 
president of the Alzheimer's Association's young 
professionals committee and launched its art 
outreach program. He also worked as a sound 
designer, and produced soundtracks for Lincoln 
Center, the United Nations, and the Louvre.

DEBRA PASQUERETTE 
Once upon a time Debra spent 
most of her days onstage. She has 
performed with Cornerstone 
Theater, wrote and directed a 
television series for PBS and spent 
many years as the Education 

Director at the Geffen Playhouse. For the past 3 years 
Debra has been a part of The Wallis team as the 
Manager of Community Engagement. Inspired by the 
incredible work of the Miracle Project, she is ecstatic 
about getting the chance to work with everyone in the 
cast and The Miracle Project team. She is an avid 
photographer, a newlywed, a fierce lover of all animals 
and filled with gratitude for this opportunity.

CALLIE PYKEN is a 9-year-
old struggling actor who still lives 
with her parents. "I would like to 
thank everyone at The Miracle 
Project for warmly welcoming me 
in this production. It's been a 
great experience!"

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
To Mark Slavkin, Heather Cooney, and Debra 
Pasquerette and everyone at the Wallis.
 
Lois Harwin, Gay Harwin, and DeeDee 
Dorskind for their continuous love
and support.
 
The Miracle Project Board of Directors: led 
by Julie Weil and Beth Tishler with Tarryn 
Breskal, Tom Cajka, Debra Dresner, Davina 
Fernholtz, Rob Eshman, Elaine Hall, Lauren 
Katz, Mari-Anne Kehler, Navah Paskowitz, 
Alex Plank.
 
The Miracle Makers Fundraising Committee 
led by Hannah Warren, Pam Pacht,  and 
Dana Sigoloff  with Rachael Bird, Ronnie 
Carol, Dani Cukier, Debra Dresner, Sophie 
Grusq, Jill Creter Harte, Andrea Kay, Maxwell 
Peters, Ellen Pressman, Gayle Rodgers, 
Annette Shapiro, Lila Tighiouart, Jeffrey Tohl, 
Kim Turner, Alissa Wilstein, and Mady Wolf.
 
Advisors: Gayle Rodgers, Carol Katzman, 
Sondra Smalley, Debra Smalley, Brad Tabach- 
Bank, Catherine Gray, Annette Shapiro
 
Special Thanks to The Jewish Federation, Dr. 
Barry Prizant and Dr. Stephen Shore; Victoria 
Morris; Broadway Dreams; Jennifer Laszlo 
Mizrachi and RespectAbility; Joanne Lara and 
Susan Osborne from Autism Works Now!; 
Chipotle and Sharky’s.
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TERRI REUTHER, an 
honors graduate from Columbia 
College, Chicago, with a BA in 
Theatre is both thrilled and 
honored to be part of various 
The Miracle Project productions 
for the past 9 years. This 

performance is dedicated to those who've impressed 
upon her an "independent light/journey" in life: 
Beloved mother (Mary) and grandma (Estelle), Sister 
Vitalis, former English teacher/friend (Carol "Q"), 
Barbra Streisand and my dog ("Bootsie") 
..."footprints" to the soul.

DIEGO SARDI is originally 
from a small country of South 
America called Uruguay. He 
came to the United States to 
pursue his graduate studies in 
film producing and learn more 
about storytelling. Joining The 

Miracle Project gave him the opportunity to learn 
and to experience one of the most eye opening and 
fulfilling stories during his time in the United States.

CLEMENTINE TURNER is 
a member of the Wallis Youth 
Theatre and recently the lead 
role of “Maggie” in the Youtube 
web series Vlogging from the 
End of the World. She is a 
musical theatre geek and her 

favorite show is Wicked. She plays the guitar and 
ukulele and has a cat called Mog. Work in Progress 
is her second show with The Miracle Project.

ALISSA WILSTEIN is 
delighted to be the costume 
designer for The Miracle 
Project’s production of Work in 
Progress. After years of painting 
and teaching in the fine arts, 
she is excited to bring her visual 

craft to the stage. Alissa has a degree in history and 
is currently a Los Angeles tour guide, focusing on 
the history of Hollywood and Los Angeles.

THE MIRACLE PROJECT STAFF

ELAINE HALL (The Miracle Project’s Founder and 
Artistic Director), is a pioneer in using inclusive 
theatre to connect with individuals with autism. Elaine 
was a top Hollywood acting coach when her son was 
diagnosed with autism. When traditional therapies 
did not work, she developed an innovative creative-
based methodology to reach him. Now recognized 
worldwide, she has spoken at the United Nations, 
featured in the New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal, on CNN, CBS, the Oprah Winfrey Network, 
and profiled in the Emmy winning HBO documentary, 
Autism: The Musical. Elaine and her team are proud 
to be developing original musicals and leading 
inclusive theatre classes at the Wallis

RYAN BERMAN (Chief Operating Officer) has 
been with The Miracle Project for over 8 years and 
loves creating original plays with the staff and 
students. Ryan is Chief Operating Officer and a Master 
Teacher at The Miracle Project and has trained 
parents, professionals, and volunteers across the 
country on The Miracle Project program, philosophies, 
and Elaine Hall’s Seven Keys to Unlock Autism. Ryan 
has worked with individuals with disabilities for 11 
years, providing a variety of services, skills, and 
resources to families and children impacted by autism 
and other disabilities. Ryan applies his training in 
DIR/Floortime, ABA (Applied Behavior Analysis), and 
Facilitated Communication when working with 
children, teens, and young adults with autism. Ryan 
holds a Masters degree in Social Work with a 
concentration in Children, Youth, Women and 
Families.

MAXWELL PETERS (Co-Director) is an east coast 
native and proud graduate of Emerson College. His 
love world of children and young adult television and 
film has landed him jobs at The Walt Disney 
Company, Nickelodeon, and AwesomenessTV. His 
success in the corporate world has allowed and 
afforded him the ability to venture off and start his 
own production company Ignited Entertainment with 
his writing partner and friend Kaitlyn Gatto. Having 
always had a passion for Arts Education and the 
Special Needs communities Max was trilled to find 
and start working with The Miracle Project in January 
2016. He will be moving back to the east coast in 
2017 to pursue his Masters in Urban Education Policy 
at Brown University, serve as a Corp Member for 
Teach for America — Rhode Island, and help start a 
Rhode Island chapter of The Miracle Project at Brown.

HANNAH WARREN (Choreographer) is a 
dancer by training, an entertainer by accident, and, 
above all else, an advocate for inclusion of people of 
all abilities in the arts. Having chosen to dedicate 
her life to the celebration of neurodiversity, Hannah 
has loved being part of The Miracle Project family for 
the past five years and enjoys serving as a Master 
Teacher, as well as overseeing the organization’s 
fund development efforts. Hannah will be receiving 
her Master’s degree in Social Work at the University 
of Southern California in May 2017 with a 
concentration in Communities, Organizations, and 
Business Innovations. She also enjoys bringing out 
the best in her clients as a Behavior Interventionist 
at Step by Step, Edu-Play Programs, Inc. Hannah is 
grateful to have the opportunity to bridge her love 
for dance with her passion for learning with and 
from people of all abilities at The Miracle Project.

ZACH MARSH (Composer and Music Director) 
grew up on the stage in a family full of actors and 
singers. Having studied Music Therapy and Music 
Composition in undergrad, Zach’s last 4 years with 
the Miracle Project have been a perfect marriage of 
the two. Writing and creating with the students is a 
never-ending well of inspiration, and though he’s 
currently completing his 11th original musical with 
the Miracle Project, it always feels fresh and exciting. 
Apart from the theater, Zach writes underscore for 
film and TV including such shows as "Daredevil," 
"Veggie Tales: In The House," and a new series by 
the creators of "Phineas and Ferb" called "Pete the 
Cat." He wrote additional music for a feature film 
debuting in February called Same Kind of Different 
As Me, and is currently part of a team re-scoring a 
silent film from the 1920’s as part of NBC Universal’s 
silent film restoration project.

GENO CREESE received his BFA in Acting from 
U.C. Santa Barbara in 2013 and then returned home 
to Los Angeles to begin work as an actor. His most 
recent credits include a lead role in Suicide Live, an 
original play by award-winning playwright, Rick 
Creese, which premiered last June at the 2016 
Hollywood Fringe Festival. Despite staying busy on 
stage, Geno soon realized that he also needed to use 
his skills to help people.  Now teaching Improv for 
Interaction, and improvisation and social skills class, 
for The Miracle Project, Geno is honored to help his 
students realize their dreams on stage, and in life; 
while remembering, most importantly, that we are 
all miracles! For more information about what Geno 
is up to visit www.genocreese.com.

Rachel Fine 
Managing Director

Paul Crewes 
Artistic Director

Paul Taylor Dance Foundation in association with The Wallis
PRESENTS

MAY 5-7, 2017
Bram Goldsmith Theater

Running Time: 2 hours, including two 15-minute intermissions

The taking of photographs and the use of mechanical recording devices are strictly prohibited. Program subject to change.
Latecomers will be seated only during intermissions. Please turn off all pagers and cell phones during the performance.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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